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Understanding the Shift from Stone Tablets to Transformed Hearts in
God’s Redemptive Plan

1.  God’s  Law  Written  on  Stone

The first time God gave His law, He inscribed it with His own finger on
tablets of stone. These commandments formed the heart of the Mosaic
Covenant, given to Israel at Mount Sinai.

Exodus 31:18 (NIV)
“When the Lord finished speaking to Moses on Mount Sinai, He gave
him the two tablets  of  the covenant law,  the tablets  of  stone
inscribed by the finger of  God.”

These tablets were a direct manifestation of God’s will for His people.
However, when Moses came down and saw Israel worshiping the golden
calf, he shattered the tablets symbolizing how the people had already
broken the covenant even before receiving it.

Later, God commanded Moses to prepare two new tablets.
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Exodus 34:1 (NIV)
“The Lord said to Moses,  ‘Chisel  out  two stone tablets  like the first
ones,  and I  will  write on them the words that  were on the first
tablets,  which you broke.’”

These tablets, placed inside the Ark of the Covenant, were central to
Israel’s identity and worship. But during the Babylonian conquest (6th
century BCE), King Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the temple and looted
Jerusalem, and the Ark along with its sacred contents was lost.

2.  A  New  Covenant  Written  on  the  Heart

But God had always planned something greater: a New Covenant, not
external and ceremonial, but internal and transformative. Through the
prophet Jeremiah, God promised a future covenant that would not be
based on stone, but on the hearts of His people.

Jeremiah 31:31–34 (NIV)
“‘The days are coming,’  declares the Lord,  ‘when I  will  make a new
covenant with the people of  Israel  and with the people of  Judah.
It  will  not  be like the covenant I  made with their  ancestors…



The Covenant of a Powerful Heart

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 3

because they broke my covenant…
This  is  the covenant I  will  make… I  will  put  my law in their  minds
and write it  on their  hearts.  I  will  be their  God,  and they will  be my
people.
No longer will  they teach their  neighbor,  or  say to one another,
‘Know the Lord,’  because they will  all  know me… For I  will  forgive
their  wickedness and will  remember their  sins no more.’”

This is not merely symbolic it represents a shift from external legalism to
internal transformation, made possible through faith in Jesus Christ and
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

3.  Fulfil lment  Through  Christ

The New Covenant is fully realized in Jesus Christ, who declares Himself
the fulfillment of the Law and the one who brings this new covenant
through His blood.

Luke 22:20 (NIV)
“In the same way,  after  the supper He took the cup,  saying,  ‘This
cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.’”
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Jesus’ death satisfied the requirements of the Law (see Romans 8:3-4),
and through His resurrection, He made it possible for believers to receive
new hearts capable of obedience not out of duty, but out of love.

4.  The  Law  Now  Flows  from  Within

With the Holy Spirit dwelling within believers (see 1 Corinthians 6:19),
the law of God is no longer imposed from outside. Instead, it becomes a
living reality that flows from a renewed heart.

Deuteronomy 30:11–14 (NIV)
“Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or
beyond your reach… The word is  very near you;  it  is  in  your mouth
and in your heart  so you may obey it.”

Paul, quoting this in Romans, explains that righteousness now comes
through faith, not works.

Romans 10:8–10 (NIV)
“But what does it  say? ‘The word is  near  you;  it  is  in  your mouth
and in your heart,’  that  is,  the message concerning faith that  we
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proclaim:
If  you declare with your mouth,  ‘Jesus is  Lord,’  and believe in  your
heart  that  God raised Him from the dead,  you will  be saved.
For  it  is  with your heart  that  you believe and are justified,  and it  is
with your mouth that  you profess your faith and are saved.”

Faith in Christ transforms the heart and in that heart, God writes His will.

5.  The  Role  of  the  Holy  Spir it

The agent through whom the New Covenant is applied is the Holy Spirit.
According to Ezekiel 36:26–27, God promises:

“I  will  give you a new heart  and put  a new spirit  in  you;  I  will
remove from you your heart  of  stone and give you a heart  of  flesh.
And I  will  put  My Spirit  in  you and move you to follow My decrees
and be careful  to  keep My laws.”

This is why believers who are truly born again don’t need to be
constantly reminded not to sin because the Spirit convicts, guides, and



The Covenant of a Powerful Heart

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 6

empowers obedience from within.

As Paul teaches:

Galatians 5:16 (NIV)
“So I  say,  walk by the Spirit,  and you will  not  gratify  the desires of
the flesh.”

6.  Self  Examination:  Has  God’s  Law  Been  Written  in  You?

So the critical question is not just, “Do you know the commandments?”
but rather:
“Has God’s law been written on your heart?”

Have you believed in Jesus Christ, confessed Him as Lord, and
surrendered your heart to Him? Has the Holy Spirit transformed your
inner being so that obedience flows from desire, not obligation?

2 Corinthians 3:3 (NIV)
“You show that  you are a letter  from Christ… written not  with ink
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but with the Spirit  of  the living God,  not  on tablets  of  stone but  on
tablets  of  human hearts.”

The  New  Covenant  Is  Now

We are no longer bound to the Old Covenant of stone, ritual, and
distance. We are invited into a New Covenant alive, internal, intimate.
When we receive Jesus, God Himself writes His law into our hearts, by His
Spirit.

Hebrews 10:16 (NIV)
“‘This  is  the covenant I  will  make with them after  that  time,  says
the Lord.  I  will  put  my laws in  their  hearts,  and I  will  write them on
their  minds.’”

This is the essence of New Testament Christianity: not lawlessness, but a
higher law, engraved not on stone, but in our very souls.

Maranatha   The  Lord  is  Coming!
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