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The twelve Apostles were chosen by Jesus Christ to be His closest
followers and to spread His teachings. Originally, there were
twelve, but after Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Jesus, died by
hanging himself, his place was taken by Matthias (Acts 1:26),
restoring the number to twelve. These twelve Apostles played a
foundational role in the establishment of the early Christian
church.

Additional Theological Context:

Judas Iscariot’s betrayal and death are significant because it
fulfills Old Testament prophecies (e.g., Psalm 41:9, Zechariah
11:12-13) and reflects the ultimate act of treachery. His
replacement, Matthias, is chosen by casting lots, as described in
Acts 1:15-26, to ensure that the twelve would be fully restored to
their original number.

Peter (Simon) represents the “rock” upon which Jesus would build
His church (Matthew 16:18). Despite his denial of Jesus, he later
becomes a prominent leader in the early church (Acts 2:14-41),
emphasizing redemption and restoration.

The Apostles were primarily chosen to witness the resurrection
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(Acts 1:22) and to proclaim the kingdom of God (Matthew 10:7).
They were empowered by the Holy Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 2),
marking the beginning of their missionary work.

Below is a list of the Apostles with relevant Bible references and
their theological significance.

# Name Other Names Parent’s Name Hometown Occupation
Books of the Bible Written How They Died Theological
Significance and Bible References

1. Simon – Cephas / Peter Jonah (Matthew 16:17) Bethsaida,
Galilee Fisherman 2 (1 Peter, 2 Peter) – Crucified, head down, feet
up Matthew 16:18 – Peter as the “rock” on which Christ builds His
church. John 21:15-19 – Jesus restores Peter after his denial.

2. Andrew None Jonah Bethsaida, Galilee Fisherman None –
Crucified John 1:40-42 – Andrew was the first to follow Jesus and
brought his brother, Peter.

3. James (the Greater) – Boanerges Zebedee and Salome
Bethsaida, Galilee Fisherman None – Beheaded by Herod (Acts
12:1-2) Mark 3:17 – James and John were called “Sons of
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Thunder” for their zealous nature.

4. John – Boanerges Zebedee and Salome Bethsaida, Galilee
Fisherman 5 (John, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, Revelation) – Died of old
age John 13:23 – The “beloved disciple.” His writings focus on
love and the divinity of Jesus.

5. Matthew – Levi Alphaeus (Mark 2:14) Galilee Tax Collector 1
(Matthew) – Speared in Ethiopia Matthew 9:9 – Matthew’s calling
as a tax collector emphasizes Jesus’ mission to save the outcasts.

6. Bartholomew – Nathanael Not mentioned in the Bible Galilee
Not mentioned None – Crucified John 1:45-51 – Nathanael is
praised by Jesus for his purity and honesty.

7. Thomas – Didymus (Twin) Not mentioned in the Bible Galilee
Fisherman None – Speared in India John 20:24-29 – Thomas
famously doubted the resurrection until he saw Jesus’ wounds. His
declaration “My Lord and my God!” affirms Jesus’ divinity.

8. Philip None Not mentioned in the Bible Galilee Not mentioned
None – Crucified John 1:43-46 – Philip was called by Jesus and
later brought Nathanael to Him.
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9. James (the Less) – James the Younger Alphaeus Galilee Not
mentioned None – Stoned to death Mark 15:40 – He was the son
of Alphaeus and often distinguished from James (the Greater).

10. Simon (the Zealot) – Zealot Not mentioned in the Bible Cana,
Galilee Zealot (Revolutionary) None – Crucified Luke 6:15 – Simon
was likely a member of a political group seeking to overthrow
Roman rule.

11. Thaddaeus – Jude James Galilee Not mentioned None – Stoned
to death Luke 6:16 – Thaddaeus is often identified with Judas, son
of James, who asked Jesus, “Lord, why do you intend to show
yourself to us and not to the world?” (John 14:22).

12. Judas Iscariot – Iscariot Simon Kerioth Not mentioned None –
Hanged himself Matthew 26:14-16 – Judas’ betrayal was foretold
by Jesus. He is a tragic figure representing betrayal and
unrepentance.

13. Matthias None Not mentioned in the Bible Not mentioned Not
mentioned None – Beheaded Acts 1:15-26 – Matthias was chosen
to replace Judas after the Apostles prayed and cast lots.
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Theological Reflection:

The Apostles were not just the first disciples but also the
foundation of the Christian church, chosen by Jesus to carry His
message to the world. Each Apostle had a unique personality and
role, reflecting the diversity of the early Christian movement.

The death of Judas Iscariot and his replacement with Matthias
signifies the continuity of God’s plan, even when faced with
human failure. God’s purposes are not thwarted by betrayal or
loss.

Many of the Apostles’ deaths were martyrdoms, signifying their
faithful witness to the truth of Christ’s resurrection. Martyrdom is
central to the identity of the Apostles, highlighting their
willingness to suffer for the gospel message they proclaimed.
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