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When we read the story of David committing adultery with Bathsheba
and orchestrating the death of her husband Uriah (2 Samuel 11), it
paints a troubling picture. Many wonder: “How could a man who did
such things be called ‘a man after God’s own heart’?” (1 Samuel 13:14).
Doesn’t that contradict who God favors?”

Truthfully, David’s actions were sinful and inexcusable. According to the
Law, both adultery and murder were capital offenses (Leviticus 20:10;
Exodus 20:13–14). For someone in covenant with God—especially a
king—to act this way was a grave offense. But the story doesn’t end
there. What follows is the most powerful part of David’s legacy: his
genuine repentance and life transformation.

What  Made  David  Different?

David didn’t try to cover up his sin once he was confronted by the
prophet Nathan (2 Samuel 12). Instead, he humbled himself before God.
Psalm 51—written after this fall—shows his deep sorrow and sincere
desire for cleansing:

Psalm 51:10 
“Create in me a pure heart,  O God,  and renew a steadfast  spirit
within me.”
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David didn’t just feel sorry—he changed. His repentance wasn’t
superficial; it led to a life of renewed obedience and integrity.

Many people repent emotionally, but their actions stay the same.
David’s change went beyond emotion—it was visible in how he lived
from that point on.

A  Visible  Transformation

Later in his life, when David was old and frail, his attendants brought a
young and beautiful virgin, Abishag, to keep him warm (1 Kings 1:1–4).
Here’s what Scripture says:

1 Kings 1:4 
“The woman was very beautiful;  she took care of  the king and
waited on him, but  the king had no sexual  relations with her.”

This small detail speaks volumes. The same David who once couldn’t
resist Bathsheba now lies next to a beautiful young woman and
exercises complete self-control. This wasn’t just old age—it was proof of
a transformed heart. He was no longer the man driven by lust, but one
ruled by the fear of God.
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This visible shift reflects the essence of true repentance, which in
Hebrew is “teshuvah”—a turning away from sin and returning to God
with all your heart (Joel 2:12–13).

Why  Did  God  Sti l l  Love  David?

David was not perfect—but he was humble, teachable, and quick to
repent. His heart remained soft toward God. That’s what made him “a
man after God’s own heart” (Acts 13:22, quoting 1 Samuel 13:14). God
desires brokenness and humility more than religious rituals:

Psalm 51:17 
“My sacrifice,  O God,  is  a  broken spirit;  a  broken and contrite
heart  you,  God,  will  not  despise.”

David’s love for God wasn’t fake or seasonal. Even after his failure, he
lived the rest of his life with visible devotion, leaving a legacy of
worship, psalms, and preparation for the temple of God.

What  About  Us?

This raises an important question: Have we truly turned from our old
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ways? Or are we still holding onto pieces of our past?

If we say we’ve repented but continue in the same sins when temptation
arises, our hearts haven’t really changed. We may be like those Jesus
warned in Revelation:

Revelation 3:16 
“So,  because you are lukewarm—neither hot  nor cold—I am about
to spit  you out  of  my mouth.”

Or like Lot’s wife, who looked back longingly at what she should have
left behind (Genesis 19:26), we risk becoming stuck in our past rather
than walking forward in freedom.

A  Call  to  True  Change

Let us not deceive ourselves by saying, “David sinned, and he was still
loved by God,” if we have no intention to change. David repented
deeply and changed his life entirely. That’s why God continued to walk
with him.
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Repentance is not just confession—it’s transformation. Jesus said:

Matthew 7:20 
“Thus,  by their  fruit  you will  recognize them.”

Let your life produce the fruit of a changed heart. Leave behind the sin
that once enslaved you. Don’t use David’s failure as an excuse to
continue in sin. Instead, let his repentance be your example of
hope—that no matter how far you’ve fallen, you can still be restored if
you return to God fully.

May the Lord bless you and help you live a life that reflects true
repentance and transformation—just like David.
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