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What  Does  This  Mean?

To appreciate the full meaning of this proverb, we must understand the
cultural and agricultural context of ancient Israel. The harvest season
was hot and labor-intensive. It typically occurred during the dry months
when temperatures were high and shade was scarce.

In such conditions, the imagery of “cold of snow” doesn’t imply snow
falling during harvest since snow rarely, if ever, fell during that time but
rather cold refreshments brought down from snowy mountain
regions, such as Mount Hermon or Lebanon. These were sometimes
used to cool water or drinks for workers, providing a moment of
unexpected and invigorating refreshment during an otherwise
exhausting time.

Solomon, the author of Proverbs, uses this imagery to compare a
faithful messenger to a rare and welcome refreshment. Just as
coldness in the heat revives the weary body, so a faithful messenger
revives and refreshes the heart of the one who sent him.

The  Faithful  Messenger  in  Scripture

Theologically, the first and greatest faithful messenger is Jesus Christ
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Himself.

Hebrews 3:1–2 (NKJV) — “Consider the Apostle  and High Priest  of
our confession,  Christ  Jesus,  who was faithful  to  Him who
appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful  in  all  His  house.”

Here, Jesus is called an apostle a “sent one” and is praised for His
perfect faithfulness to the Father’s will. He fulfilled His mission entirely:
to redeem humanity through His life, death, and resurrection. His
faithfulness brought joy and satisfaction to the Father’s heart.

John 17:4 (NKJV) — “I  have glorified You on the earth.  I  have
finished the work which You have given Me to do.”

This is the ultimate example of Proverbs 25:13 in action. Christ, the
faithful Messenger, refreshed the heart of the One who sent Him.

Our  Call  to  Faithfulness
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As believers, we too are called to be messengers of the gospel,
carrying the Good News of Jesus Christ to the world.

Matthew 28:19–20 (NKJV) — “Go therefore and make disciples of
all  the nations,  baptizing them… teaching them to observe all
things that  I  have commanded you.”

Our faithfulness in this task brings joy to the heart of Christ, just as
Christ’s obedience pleased the Father.

2 Corinthians 5:20 (NKJV)  — “Now then,  we are ambassadors for
Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on
Christ’s  behalf,  be reconciled to God.”

Faithful ambassadors don’t alter the message they deliver it with
integrity and clarity, no matter how difficult or inconvenient. Their
loyalty and diligence are a comfort and joy to their Master.
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The  Reward  for  Faithfulness

Jesus gives us a parable that echoes the truth of Proverbs 25:13 in Luke
19:12–26 (NKJV), known as the Parable of the Minas. A nobleman
entrusts his servants with resources while he is away, expecting them to
use them wisely and faithfully.

Those who were faithful were greatly rewarded:

Luke 19:17 (NKJV) — “Well  done,  good servant;  because you were
faithful  in  a very little,  have authority  over ten cities.”

This illustrates a powerful kingdom principle: faithfulness in earthly
assignments brings eternal reward. The master is refreshed and
honored when his servants carry out his instructions with integrity and
diligence.

Personal  Reflection:  Can  We  Be  Like  the  Cold  of  Snow?

Proverbs 25:13 challenges us to ask:
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Can we be to the Lord what cold snow is  during the harvest
refreshing,  dependable,  and pleasing?

In a spiritually weary and dry world, faithful servants of Christ stand
out. They bring hope, clarity, truth, and comfort just like cold snow in
the heat of the harvest.

A  Prayer  for  Faithfulness:

“Lord,  make me a faithful  messenger.  May I  carry Your Word with
boldness and humility.  Help me refresh Your heart  with my
obedience and bring glory to You in all  I  do.  Amen.”

Be blessed!
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