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The nine gifts of the Holy Spirit are listed in 1 Corinthians 12:4-11.
Let’s explore each gift in detail, with relevant theological insights from
Scripture.

1 Corinthians 12:4-11 (NIV):
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4 “There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes
them.
5 There are different  kinds of  service,  but  the same Lord.
6 There are different  kinds of  working,  but  in all  of  them and in
everyone it  is  the same God at  work.
7 Now to each one the manifestation of  the Spirit  is  given for  the
common good.
8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to
another a message of  knowledge by means of  the same Spirit,
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by
that  one Spirit,
10 to another miraculous powers,  to  another prophecy,  to  another
distinguishing between spirits,  to  another speaking in different
kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.
11 All  these are the work of  one and the same Spirit,  and he
distributes them to each one,  just  as he determines.”

1.  Word  of  Wisdom

This gift involves the ability to understand and apply deep or complex
truths. It provides insight into God’s will, especially in difficult
situations.
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Theological Insight:
The Word of Wisdom helps the believer understand divine solutions to
life’s challenges. Solomon, known for his wisdom (1 Kings 3:16-28), is
an example from the Old Testament of someone who had the gift of
wisdom. In the church, this gift allows someone to provide answers that
are in line with God’s will, bringing clarity to otherwise difficult issues.

Relevant Scripture:

James 1:5 – “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to him.”

2.  Word  of  Knowledge

This gift refers to the deep understanding of God’s mysteries and
truths—both spiritual and natural. It also involves the application of
biblical knowledge in everyday life.

Theological Insight:
The Word of Knowledge is not mere academic knowledge but a
revelation of hidden truths that come from God. It equips believers to
discern truth from error. Those with this gift can accurately interpret
Scripture and apply it to current issues.
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Relevant Scripture:

1 John 2:20 – “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the
truth.”

3.  Faith

This gift goes beyond saving faith. It involves an extraordinary
confidence and trust in God’s power to accomplish His will. It allows
individuals to believe for the impossible and encourages others to do the
same.

Theological Insight:
Faith is a gift that helps believers rely on God’s promises even when
circumstances suggest otherwise. Jesus spoke about faith as something
that moves mountains (Matthew 17:20), and this gift empowers
believers to see God’s power manifested in miraculous ways.

Relevant Scripture:

Matthew 17:20 – “He replied, ‘Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have
faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’
and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.'”
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4.  Gifts  of  Healing

This gift involves the ability to heal physical, emotional, or spiritual
ailments through God’s power. It is plural (“gifts” of healing), indicating
that it is not limited to just physical healing.

Theological Insight:
Healing is one of the signs of the Kingdom of God on Earth. Jesus’
ministry was marked by healing the sick (Matthew 9:35), and this gift
continues today through the Holy Spirit. Theologically, healing reveals
God’s mercy and compassion, bringing restoration to His creation.

Relevant Scripture:

James 5:14-15 – “Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to
pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered
in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up.”

5.  Miraculous  Powers

This gift is associated with the ability to perform acts that defy natural
laws, pointing to God’s supernatural power. It includes signs and
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wonders, demonstrating God’s presence and authority.

Theological Insight:
Miraculous powers are given to authenticate the message of the gospel
and reveal God’s power. Miracles can serve as signs of God’s kingdom
and testify to the truth of the Gospel. They demonstrate that God is still
active in the world.

Relevant Scripture:

Mark 16:17-18 –  “And these signs will  accompany those who
believe:  In my name they will  drive out  demons;  they will  speak
in new tongues;  they will  pick up snakes with their  hands;  and
when they drink deadly poison,  it  will  not  hurt  them at  all;  they
will  place their  hands on sick people,  and they will  get  well.”

6.  Prophecy

Prophecy involves speaking forth God’s truth, either to predict future
events or to speak into the present situation. It can also involve the
declaration of God’s will.
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Theological Insight:
Prophecy is a central part of the New Testament church, guiding and
edifying believers (1 Corinthians 14:3). Biblical prophecy serves both to
comfort and to call people back to God, as seen in the ministries of Old
Testament prophets and the New Testament prophets like Agabus (Acts
21:10-11).

Relevant Scripture:

1 Corinthians 14:3 –  “But the one who prophesies speaks to
people for  their  strengthening,  encouraging,  and comfort.”

7.  Distinguishing  Between  Spirits

This gift is the ability to discern whether a spirit is from God, or if it is a
deceiving spirit or an evil spirit. It helps to distinguish between the Holy
Spirit and other supernatural forces.

Theological Insight:
This gift is crucial for protecting the church from deception. Jesus
warned about false prophets and false teachings (Matthew 7:15), and



Understanding the Nine Gifts of the Holy Spirit and Their Function

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 8

the Holy Spirit equips believers to recognize when something is not of
God.

Relevant Scripture:

1 John 4:1 – “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether
they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.”

8.  Different  Kinds  of  Tongues

This gift enables a person to speak in a language that they have not
learned, either for personal edification or as a sign for the church. It
may include speaking in earthly languages or in the spiritual language
of tongues (1 Corinthians 14:2).

Theological Insight:
The gift of tongues is a sign of God’s empowerment and is often a means
of prayer and worship. Paul explained that tongues are a sign for the
unbeliever, a witness of God’s supernatural power (1 Corinthians
14:22).

Relevant Scripture:
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1 Corinthians 14:2 – “For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to people but to
God. Indeed, no one understands them; they utter mysteries by the Spirit.”

9.  Interpretation  of  Tongues

This gift involves translating what is spoken in tongues so that the
church can understand and be edified. It ensures that speaking in
tongues does not lead to confusion.

Theological Insight:
The gift of interpretation serves to bring order to the church, especially
when tongues are spoken in a public setting. It helps prevent chaos and
allows the message to be clearly understood by all.

Relevant Scripture:

1 Corinthians 14:27-28 – “If anyone speaks in a tongue, two—or at the most
three—should speak, one at a time, and someone must interpret. If there is no
interpreter, the speaker should keep quiet in the church and speak to himself and to
God.”

The  Purpose  of  Spiritual  Gifts
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The spiritual gifts are given by the Holy Spirit for the common good of
the church (1 Corinthians 12:7). They are not for personal glory but for
the building up of the body of Christ.

As Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 12:12-27, each member of the body of
Christ is necessary for the church to function properly. Each gift serves
a unique purpose, and together they contribute to the health and
growth of the church.

Theological Insight:
Gifts are given not to promote individual status, but to serve the church
and advance God’s kingdom. When used in humility and love, these gifts
bring unity, edification, and glorify God.

Relevant Scripture:

Ephesians 4:11-13 – “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists,
the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of
Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”

Conclusion:
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The nine gifts of the Holy Spirit are vital for the church’s spiritual
growth and effective ministry. Every believer is encouraged to use their
gifts for the common good, and the church is called to recognize and
cultivate these gifts in each member.

May the Lord empower you to use your spiritual gifts for His glory and
the edification of His church.

Blessings, and feel free to share this message with others.
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