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QUESTION: Who wrote the Book of Kings?

The authorship of the Book of Kings is not explicitly stated in the
Bible, but Jewish tradition holds that the prophet Jeremiah is the
author of both the Books of Kings. This is consistent with the view
that the author likely witnessed the fall of Judah and the
Babylonian exile, events that are crucial in understanding the
book’s themes of judgment and hope for restoration.

The Book of Kings provides a historical and theological account of
the reigns of the kings of Israel and Judah. It begins with King
Solomon, the son of David, whose reign marked the height of
Israel’s glory (1 Kings 1-11). The book then details the tragic
division of the kingdom into Israel (the northern kingdom) and
Judah (the southern kingdom) after Solomon’s death. This split
occurs because of the people’s disobedience and rejection of
God’s command (1 Kings 12).

Theologically, the Book of Kings underscores the consequences of
faithfulness and disobedience to God’s covenant. Throughout the
book, we see a contrast between the righteous kings (like David,
Hezekiah, and Josiah) who sought to honor God and the wicked
kings (such as Ahab and Manasseh) who led Israel and Judah into
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idolatry and sin. Jeroboam, the first king of the northern kingdom
of Israel, is particularly notable for his sin of introducing idol
worship. He set up golden calves in Bethel and Dan to prevent the
Israelites from going to Jerusalem to worship (1 Kings 12:28-30).

One of the most significant theological themes in the Book of
Kings is God’s judgment on Israel for its persistent sin. Idolatry is
repeatedly condemned, as seen in 2 Kings 17:7-18, where the
northern kingdom’s destruction by the Assyrians is attributed to
their failure to worship God alone and their embrace of foreign
gods. The destruction of Israel serves as a powerful reminder of
the covenant curses outlined in Deuteronomy 28:15-68, which
warned that Israel would be scattered if they forsook God’s
commands.

Yet, amid the judgment, the Book of Kings also highlights God’s
mercy and faithfulness. For example, King Josiah of Judah is
praised for his reform efforts, including the destruction of idols
and the restoration of true worship (2 Kings 22-23). His
repentance and humility before God (2 Kings 22:18-20) serve as
an example of how God responds to genuine repentance, even in
times of great national sin. However, the judgment of the people
remained due to their refusal to repent as a nation.
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The final chapters of the Book of Kings (2 Kings 24-25) recount
the tragic fall of Judah, the destruction of Jerusalem, and the exile
of the Israelites to Babylon. This event was the fulfillment of the
warnings from prophets like Jeremiah (Jeremiah 25:11-12). The
exile serves as a clear sign of God’s judgment, but it also contains
a note of hope. God promised a future restoration of Israel and
Judah, which would be fulfilled through the coming of a Messiah
who would establish an eternal kingdom (Jeremiah 31:31-34).

Theological Insights from the Book of Kings:

The Consequences of Idolatry: The Book of Kings makes it clear
that idolatry is a central sin that leads to God’s judgment (1 Kings
14:15-16). Even though Israel and Judah were God’s chosen
people, their rejection of Him and worship of idols resulted in their
downfall. This is consistent with the teaching in Exodus 20:3-6,
where God commands that no other gods be worshiped.

God’s Covenant Faithfulness: Despite the people’s unfaithfulness,
God remains faithful to His promises, particularly to David. This is
evident in the preservation of the Davidic line, even after the
destruction of Jerusalem (2 Kings 25:27-30). God’s covenant
promises will ultimately be fulfilled in the Messiah, who is a
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descendant of David.

The Role of the Prophets: The prophets in the Book of Kings, such
as Elijah, Elisha, and Jeremiah, played a pivotal role in calling the
kings and the people to repentance. They were God’s
mouthpieces, delivering both warnings of judgment and
messages of hope (1 Kings 17-19; 2 Kings 2). Their ministry
highlights the crucial role of God’s Word in maintaining covenant
faithfulness.

God’s Sovereignty Over Nations: The Book of Kings illustrates
God’s control over the rise and fall of nations. Even when Israel
and Judah were taken captive by foreign powers like Assyria and
Babylon, it was ultimately part of God’s sovereign plan (2 Kings
24:2; Jeremiah 25:9). This teaches that God is sovereign over all
history, even in times of judgment and suffering.

The Hope of Restoration: Despite the severe consequences of
Israel’s sin, the Book of Kings ends with a note of hope,
particularly in the promise of restoration after exile. This echoes
the promise of a future Davidic king who would rule justly and
establish peace, ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Luke 1:32-33).
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For a more detailed study of these themes, you can read more
here >>> BIBLICAL BOOKS: Part 5

May the Lord bless you as you dive deeper into His Word.
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