In the Old Testament, the Israelites had many occasions to gather,
especially for worship and the celebration of feasts. However, there
were also special assemblies known as “sacred assemblies” or
“solemn assemblies.” These were not just ordinary gatherings; they
were moments set aside for deep reflection, intimate worship, and a

special focus on drawing closer to God.

These sacred assemblies took place during the seventh day of the
Passover and the eighth day after the Feast of Tabernacles. On
these days, no work was allowed. The emphasis was entirely on

sanctification and seeking God’s presence.

Here are some verses that highlight these sacred gatherings:

e Numbers 29:35
“On the eighth day, you shall have a solemn assembly; you shall do no laborious work.”

e Leviticus 23:36
“On the eighth day, you shall hold a sacred assembly and offer a burnt offering to the
Lord... It is a solemn assembly; you shall do no work.”

e Deuteronomy 16:8
“For six days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a
solemn assembly to the Lord your God; you shall do no work.”

This sacred gathering is referred to as a “solemn assembly”.



When the First Temple was completed, it was consecrated during such
an assembly:

e 2 Chronicles 7:9
“On the eighth day, they held a solemn assembly, for they had celebrated the dedication
of the altar for seven days, and the feast for seven days.”

These sacred assemblies were also called in times of national crisis.
During these gatherings, the people would come together in prayer and
fasting, asking God to intervene in their land and remove the calamities
and evil afflicting it:

e Joel 1:14 - 2:15
“Declare a holy fast; call a sacred assembly... Let the priests who minister before the
Lord weep between the porch and the altar.”

What Does This Mean for Us Today?

Just as we have various types of gatherings today—such as Sunday
school, seminars, or evangelistic meetings—it is equally important for
us to have sacred assemblies. These are gatherings focused
specifically on prayer and fasting, where we dedicate ourselves fully
to seeking God’s face. During these sacred moments, we draw near to
Him and ask for His intervention in our lives, our communities, and our
nations.



Do you value such gatherings? In Hebrews 10:25, God commands us:
“Do not forsake the assembling of yourselves together...” This command
is not only about attending church on Sundays but also includes times of

fasting, prayer, and worship where we seek God with all our hearts.

Let’s not neglect these special times of gathering. They are
opportunities for us to humble ourselves before God, draw closer to
Him, and intercede on behalf of our needs and the needs of the world

around us.

May God bless you as you embrace the importance of sacred

assemblies and deepen your relationship with Him.



