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Question:
In Job 1:21, Job said:

“Naked I  came from my mother’s  womb, and naked I  will  depart.”
What did he mean by this? Can a person really  return to their
mother’s  womb? Is  that  physically  or  spiritually  possible?

Answer:
Job spoke these words in the midst of unimaginable suffering. He had
just lost his children, his wealth, and his health—yet his response was
one of worship and trust in God. He declared:

“Naked I  came from my mother’s  womb, and naked I  will  depart.
The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the
LORD be praised.”
(Job 1:21,  NIV)

At first glance, this may sound like Job believed he would return to his
mother’s womb. But that’s not what he meant. Theologically and
spiritually, Job was expressing a deep truth: humans come into this
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world with nothing, and they leave with nothing.

1. Returning to the Earth, Not the Womb
When Job says, “naked I will depart,” he’s referring to death. Biblically,
the earth is often described as the place from which humans were
created and to which they return:

“By the sweat of  your brow you will  eat  your food until  you return
to the ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to
dust  you will  return.”
(Genesis  3:19,  NIV)

“And the dust  returns to the ground it  came from, and the spirit
returns to God who gave it.”
(Ecclesiastes 12:7,  NIV)

“My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret
place,  when I  was woven together in the depths of  the earth.”
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(Psalm 139:15,  NIV)

These passages show that our bodies are made from the earth and will
one day return to it. Job is recognizing this cycle of life—birth and death
are both states of vulnerability, and our physical possessions cannot
accompany us.

2. A Spiritual Truth: Earthly Nakedness vs. Eternal Covering
Job’s statement also carries a spiritual message. In Scripture, being
“naked” can also symbolize shame, judgment, or being unprepared
before God (Revelation 3:17). But for those who are in Christ, there is a
promise: we will not remain naked after death. Instead, we will be
clothed with eternal, glorified bodies.

“For we know that  if  the earthly  tent  we live in is  destroyed,  we
have a building from God,  an eternal  house in heaven,  not  built  by
human hands.”
(2 Corinthians 5:1,  NIV)
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“Meanwhile we groan,  longing to be clothed instead with our
heavenly dwelling,  because when we are clothed,  we will  not  be
found naked.”
(2 Corinthians 5:2–3,  NIV)

This “heavenly clothing” is a metaphor for the new, incorruptible body
that believers will receive at the resurrection (see also 1 Corinthians
15:42–44). It’s a body that will never perish, suffer, or die—a gift only
possible through faith in Jesus Christ.

3. So What Is the Takeaway?
Job’s words remind us of the brevity of life and the futility of earthly
possessions. But more importantly, they point us to a deeper question:

Have you prepared for eternity?
You were born physically naked—but you don’t have to die spiritually
naked. God offers a spiritual “garment” through Jesus Christ.

“I  counsel  you to buy from me… white clothes to wear,  so you can
cover your shameful  nakedness…”
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(Revelation 3:18,  NIV)

This covering is available to all who believe in Him:

Repent of  your sins (Acts 2:38)

 

Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ  (Romans 10:9)

 

Be baptized and receive the gift  of  the Holy Spirit  (Acts 2:38)
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Walk in newness of  life  (Romans 6:4)

Have you received your eternal garment?

Would you like help accepting Jesus into your life?
Reach out to us using the contacts below—this is a free gift, and we’re
happy to walk with you.

Join our daily teachings on WhatsApp:
Click here to join the channel

Contact us:
+255 789 001 312
+255 693 036 618

May the Lord bless you and keep you. Please share this message with
others.

Share on:
WhatsApp

https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaBVhuA3WHTbKoz8jx10

