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The account of Noah’s flood is one of the most dramatic events
recorded in the Bible. It speaks of God’s judgment on a corrupt
world, but a common question arises: Did this global flood destroy
marine life, such as fish and whales?

Let’s examine the Scriptures closely.

1.  The  Scope  of  the  Flood’s  Destruction

Genesis 7:22 (NIV) says:

“Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its
nostrils died.”

This verse narrows the focus of destruction to two things:

“Breath of life in its nostrils” – This implies air-breathing creatures, which would
exclude fish and most sea creatures, as they breathe through gills, not nostrils.

“On dry land” – This confirms the flood affected only land-based life.

In fact, the surrounding verses reinforce this:
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Genesis 7:21 (NIV):

“Every living thing that moved on land perished—birds,
livestock, wild animals,  all  the creatures that swarm over the
earth, and all  mankind.”

Nowhere in this passage do we see mention of aquatic life being
destroyed.

2.  What  About  Sea  Creatures  Like  Whales?

Some might ask: If everything perished, why weren’t whales
included?

The ark was built to save terrestrial animals. Genesis 6:19–20
tells us:

“You are to bring into the ark two of all living creatures, male
and female, to keep them alive with you. Two of every kind of
bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature
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that moves along the ground will  come to you to be kept
alive.”

Notice: creatures “that move along the ground.” The command
excludes sea creatures. There’s also no record of Noah collecting
fish or whales. The text emphasizes that the animals came to him
(Gen 6:20), which would be impractical and unnecessary for
marine animals.

From a theological standpoint, God designed marine creatures to
survive in water—more water wouldn’t threaten their existence.
The flood, while catastrophic to land life, was a natural
environment for them.

3.  A  Greater  Judgment  Is  Yet  to  Come

While the flood was a judgment by water, Scripture warns of a
future judgment—not by water, but by fire.

2 Peter 3:6–7 (NIV):
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“By these waters also the world of that time was deluged and
destroyed.
By the same word the present heavens and earth are
reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment and
destruction of the ungodly.”

Peter makes a critical point here: God’s previous judgment was
through water, but the coming one will be through fire, affecting
not just earth’s inhabitants but the cosmos itself.

2 Peter 3:10 (NIV):

“But the day of the Lord will  come like a thief.  The heavens
will  disappear with a roar;  the elements will  be destroyed by
fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare.”

This speaks to total cosmic renewal and final judgment, unlike the
flood, which preserved Noah and the animals.



Did Noah’s Flood Destroy Sea Creatures and Whales?A
Theological Reflection Using Scripture (NIV)

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 5

4.  How  Should  We  Respond?

Theological reflection is not merely for knowledge, but
transformation. Peter concludes with a call to holy living:

2 Peter 3:11 (NIV):

“Since everything will  be destroyed in this way, what kind of
people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly
lives.”

Just as Noah walked faithfully with God and was spared (Genesis
6:9), we too are called to live in holiness and godliness,
anticipating the return of Christ and the final judgment.

Conclusion

No, the flood did not destroy sea creatures like whales or fish.
Scripture clearly limits the destruction to land-dwelling, air-
breathing creatures. Yet this event foreshadows a greater
judgment—by fire—that will impact all of creation. As believers,
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we are called to be prepared, living lives marked by holiness,
reverence, and repentance.

May the Lord help us live in righteousness, awaiting His return.
Maranatha – Come, Lord Jesus.
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