The word “curse” carries two primary meanings:

1. Loss of God’s Favor or Divine Rejection

The first and most foundational meaning of a curse is the loss of
God’s favor or approval. This spiritual curse entered humanity
through the original sin of Adam’s rebellion (Genesis 3), when
mankind disobeyed God’s direct command. This event introduced
sin and death into the human race (Romans 5:12), and with it,
separation from God the ultimate curse.

This fallen nature persists in all humanity (Romans 3:23),
meaning every person is born spiritually separated from God,
under His judgment and curse. Theologians refer to this as
original sin, the inherited condition of spiritual death and
alienation from God.

Illustration: Like a cockroach, which we instinctively reject
because of its nature, humans born into the world possess a sinful
nature that naturally rebels against God.




2. A Spoken Pronouncement of Harm or Judgment

The second meaning refers to a spoken word or pronouncement
whether by God or human beings that intends to bring harm,
judgment, or to block blessings.

This includes:
e Divine curses: Judgments God pronounces on disobedience.

« Human curses: Words spoken by righteous or wicked people that have spiritual
consequences.

The First Type of Curse: Spiritual Death and Separation

This curse is fundamental and universal. It results in humanity’s
separation from God, making every person subject to sin, death,
and condemnation (Isaiah 59:2, Romans 6:23).

God’s justice demands that sin be punished (Deuteronomy
27:26), which means humanity’s only hope is redemption through
Jesus Christ.




Redemption from the Curse

God'’s plan for restoration is the second birth, or being “born
again” (John 3:3-7), which removes this first curse. When a person
trusts Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, they receive forgiveness
and are adopted into God’s family, becoming heirs of blessing
rather than curse.

The atonement of Christ on the cross is central here. Jesus took
upon Himself the curse we deserved, dying in our place.

Galatians 3:13-14 (NIV):

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a
curse for us, for it is written: ‘Cursed is everyone who is hung
on a pole.’

He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham
might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by
faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.”

The “curse of the law” refers to the condemnation brought by



failure to perfectly obey the Mosaic Law. Christ’s death satisfied
God'’s justice, breaking the power of sin and the curse over those
who believe.

The Second Type of Curse: Divine or Human Pronouncements

a) Curses Pronounced by God

God may declare curses on individuals, families, or nations as
consequences of sin and rebellion. These curses can manifest as
hardships, defeat, or loss in this life but do not remove salvation
for true believers.

Example:

* The covenant curses on Israel for disobedience (Deuteronomy 28).
e The curse on the ground and serpent after the fall (Genesis 3:14-19).

e Cain’s punishment as a restless wanderer (Genesis 4:12).

God’s curses serve as corrective or judicial measures and can
affect physical life, prosperity, or social standing.

Hebrews 6:4-8 (NIV):



This passage warns about apostasy falling away after knowing
the truth which leads to judgment. It uses agricultural
imagery to describe how a land that produces only thorns is
near to being cursed.

b) Curses Pronounced by Humans

Humans also have spiritual authority to bless or curse (James
3:9-10). This authority is granted especially to God’s people.

i) Curses from the Righteous

God’s people can pronounce curses as a form of spiritual
judgment (Genesis 9:25; 1 Timothy 2:14). Jesus taught that what
is bound or loosed on earth will be bound or loosed in heaven
(Matthew 18:18), showing the spiritual authority believers hold.

However, believers are called to bless rather than curse (1 Peter
3:9). Speaking curses lightly can be dangerous because words
have power (Proverbs 18:21).

ii) Curses from the Wicked



What Is a Curse According to the Bible?

Wicked people, including witches and sorcerers, also pronounce
curses. Their power, however, is limited and ultimately nullified
by God’s protection over believers.

Example:
Balaam was hired to curse Israel but was compelled by God’s
power to bless instead (Numbers 23:8-24).

Believers who live under Christ’s protection need not fear curses
from evil people because of the spiritual covering they have in
Christ.

* The first curse is spiritual death due to sin, removed only by Christ’s atoning
sacrifice and the new birth.

* The second curse involves spoken judgment by God or humans and can bring
difficulties in this life but does not affect the believer’s eternal salvation.

* Obedience to God’s commands invites blessings, while disobedience can bring
curses.

» Believers are called to be people of blessing, using their spiritual authority wisely.

May the Lord bless and keep you, shielding you from all curses
and filling you with His abundant blessings in Jesus Christ!
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