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Romans 2:16 – “on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges
the secrets of men by Christ Jesus.” (ESV)

Answer:

At first glance, Paul’s use of the phrase “my gospel” in Romans 2:16
might seem to suggest that he had a distinct or separate gospel from
the other apostles. However, a closer look at the context and broader
teaching of Scripture makes it clear: Paul did not preach a different
gospel, but rather the same gospel entrusted to all the
apostles—centered on the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

1. One Gospel, One Savior

Paul’s gospel was not different in content, but he referred to it as “my
gospel” because of his personal commission and stewardship of it. In
Galatians 1:11–12, Paul emphasizes that the gospel he preached was not
man-made or inherited from others:
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For I  would have you know, brothers,  that  the gospel  that  was
preached by me is  not  man’s  gospel.  For I  did not  receive it  from
any man, nor was I taught it,  but I received it through a revelation
of  Jesus Christ.  (Galatians 1:11–12,  ESV)

This same gospel was preached by Peter, James, John, and the other
apostles. All bore witness to the same essential truth: salvation is by
grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone (Ephesians 2:8–9), who died
for our sins, was buried, and was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures (1 Corinthians 15:3–4).

2. Why Did Paul Say “My Gospel”?

Paul’s use of the term “my gospel” reflects a few important realities:

Personal stewardship and calling – Paul was uniquely called to be the
apostle to the Gentiles (Romans 1:5; Galatians 2:7–9). The gospel was
the message he lived, proclaimed, suffered for, and guarded with his life
(2 Timothy 1:11–12).
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Distinction from false gospels – In Paul’s time, and continuing today,
false teachers preached a distorted gospel—adding works, rituals, or
traditions to the simple gospel of grace. Paul strongly warned against
this in Galatians 1:6–9:

I  am astonished that  you are so quickly deserting him who called
you in the grace of  Christ  and are turning to a different
gospel—not that  there is  another one,  but  there are some who
trouble you and want to distort  the gospel  of  Christ.  (Galatians
1:6–7,  ESV)

Paul called it “my gospel” to make a clear distinction from these corrupt
versions, emphasizing the true apostolic message he received directly
from Christ.

3. The Gospel as the Standard of Judgment

In Romans 2:16, Paul makes the sobering claim that God will judge the
secrets of all people by Jesus Christ, according to the gospel. This
highlights several deep theological truths:
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God’s judgment is impartial and comprehensive (Romans 2:6–11). It will
not merely assess outward behavior but the hidden motives and
thoughts of the heart (see Hebrews 4:12–13).

Jesus Christ is the appointed Judge (Acts 17:31). The same Christ who
came to save will also return to judge.

The gospel is not only an invitation to grace but also a declaration of
accountability. Rejecting the gospel means rejecting the only means of
salvation (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).

Thus, Paul’s point is that everyone will be judged according to how they
responded to the gospel, whether they accepted Christ by faith or
rejected Him.

4. Unity of the Apostolic Message

While Paul had a unique mission field (primarily the Gentiles), his
message was in full harmony with the other apostles. We see this clearly
in passages like:
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1 Corinthians 15:11 –  Whether then it  was I  or  they,  so we preach
and so you believed.

Galatians 2:9 – Paul received the right hand of fellowship from Peter,
James, and John, recognizing their shared gospel message.

The unity of the gospel is preserved in the New Testament writings, now
compiled in the Bible—our authoritative standard for faith and life.

5. Modern Implications

Just as in Paul’s time, many today preach a “different Jesus” or “another
gospel”—one that may focus on prosperity, mysticism, works-based
righteousness, or social reform without the cross of Christ at the center.
These cannot save.

Paul warned about such distortions:
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For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we
proclaimed,  or  if  you receive a different  spirit… or a different
gospel… you put  up with it  readily  enough.  (2 Corinthians 11:4,
ESV)

Today, as then, only the true gospel of Jesus Christ—as revealed
through the apostles and recorded in the Scriptures—can bring
salvation and stand on the day of judgment.

Conclusion

Paul did not preach a different gospel, but he did proclaim it with divine
authority and personal conviction. When he spoke of “my gospel,” he
was asserting his faithful stewardship of the one true gospel of Jesus
Christ—the same gospel that will judge every human heart on the final
day.

May we hold fast to that gospel, unashamed and unshaken, and
proclaim it clearly in a world filled with confusion and compromise.
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For I  am not  ashamed of  the gospel,  for  it  is  the power of  God for
salvation to everyone who believes…(Romans 1:16,  ESV)

Grace and peace to you in Christ.
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