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Silvanus is another name for Silas. In the original Greek, his name
appears as “Silas,” but in Latin, it is translated as “Silvanus.” Therefore,
Silvanus and Silas refer to the same person in the Scriptures.

The story of Silvanus/Silas is mostly found in the book of Acts. He was
one of the two prophets chosen by the elders of the church in Jerusalem
to accompany Paul and Barnabas in delivering a letter of agreement to
the Gentile churches. This letter was sent after the Council of Jerusalem
in Acts 15, where the apostles and elders addressed the issue of whether
Gentile Christians should follow Jewish law. Silvanus, along with Judas
(also called Barsabbas), was sent to deliver this important letter to
confirm the church’s stance on the matter (Acts 15:22-23).

After completing their mission in Antioch, where they delivered the
letter, Judas returned to Jerusalem, but Silvanus chose to remain with
Paul. He joined Paul on his missionary journeys, helping to spread the
gospel to the Gentiles.

What  do  we  know  about  Si lvanus  (Si las)?

Imprisonment in Philippi:

Silas is most famously known for being imprisoned and beaten alongside
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Paul in the city of Philippi. According to Acts 16:19-25 (NIV), after Paul
cast a demon out of a slave girl, the city officials ordered both Paul and
Silas to be beaten and thrown into prison. Despite their suffering, they
prayed and sang hymns to God in the prison, and an earthquake
miraculously opened the doors, leading to the conversion of the jailer
and his family. This event illustrates Silas’s unwavering faith and
dedication to God’s mission, even in the face of severe persecution.

Acts 16:25-34 (NIV):  “About midnight  Paul  and Silas  were praying
and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to
them. Suddenly there was such a violent  earthquake that  the
foundations of  the prison were shaken.  At  once all  the prison doors
flew open,  and everyone’s  chains came loose.  The jailer  woke up,
and when he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was
about to kill himself because he thought the prisoners had escaped.
But  Paul  shouted,  ‘Don’t  harm yourself!  We are all  here!’”

Co-author of the Letters to the Thessalonians:
Silas is mentioned as a co-author of the two letters to the Thessalonian
church, alongside Paul and Timothy. In
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1 Thessalonians 1:1 (NIV),  Paul  writes:
“Paul, Silas, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God
the Father  and the Lord Jesus Christ:  Grace and peace to you.”

This shows Silas’s important role in the early church, contributing to the
doctrinal teachings alongside the apostles.

Ministry in Berea:
Silas, along with Paul, continued to preach the gospel in various cities.
Acts 17:10 (NIV) records how the brothers in Thessalonica sent Paul and
Silas away to Berea to avoid danger from those who opposed their
message. In Berea, they preached in the synagogue, and many people
believed.

Acts 17:10-11 (NIV): “As soon as it was night, the brothers sent Paul
and Silas  away to Berea.  On arriving there,  they went to the Jewish
synagogue. Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the
Thessalonians,  for  they received the message with great  eagerness
and examined the Scriptures every day to see if  what Paul said was
true.”
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Ministry in Macedonia and Corinth:
Silas also served alongside Paul in Macedonia and Corinth. In Acts
15:40-41 (NIV), after a disagreement between Paul and Barnabas, Paul
chose Silas as his new companion for his missionary journey. Together,
they traveled through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.
Later, Silas joined Paul in Corinth, where they worked together to preach
the gospel and establish the church.

Silvanus as a Messenger of Peter:
In 1 Peter 5:12 (NIV), Silvanus is described as a “faithful brother” and the
one who helped Peter write his first epistle. Peter acknowledges
Silvanus’s assistance in delivering the letter and testifies to his
reliability.

1 Peter  5:12 (NIV):  “With the help of  Silvanus,  whom I  regard as a
faithful  brother,  I  have written to you briefly,  encouraging you and
testifying that  this  is  the true grace of  God.  Stand fast  in  it.”

What  can  we  learn  from  Si las?

Silas’s life offers several key lessons for Christians today. First, his
faithfulness to God and his willingness to suffer for the gospel serve as a
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powerful example of commitment to Christ. Despite being imprisoned
and beaten, Silas did not waver in his devotion to God’s mission. His
example challenges believers to remain steadfast in faith, even when
faced with trials.

Silas’s actions remind us of Ruth’s loyalty. Just as Ruth chose to stay with
Naomi in a foreign land, despite her own hardships, Silas chose to endure
suffering and continue spreading the gospel rather than return to the
safety of Jerusalem. Both of them displayed a deep commitment to their
respective callings, even when it meant facing great personal sacrifice.

In the early church, Silas was an important link between the apostles. He
worked with both Peter and Paul, showing a unique ability to serve
across different ministries and regions. His service was not limited to one
area or one group of apostles; rather, he was a bridge connecting various
parts of the early church, always ready to serve wherever needed.

Finally, Silas’s faithfulness in his ministry encourages us to be fully
devoted to God’s work. Just as Silas went above and beyond in his
service, we too are called to be faithful and diligent in our calling,
whatever it may be. Silas shows us that true faithfulness to God is about
more than just fulfilling obligations; it’s about giving our whole selves to
His mission.
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May the Lord give us a heart like Silas’s—ready to fully dedicate
ourselves to His service, wherever we are sent, and to go beyond what is
expected of us for His glory.

God bless you.
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