Archippus is a lesser-known figure in the New Testament, but his role is
significant in understanding the early Christian ministry. He is
identified as a servant of the New Covenant who worked closely with
the Apostle Paul in spreading the Gospel. He is mentioned specifically in

two of Paul’s letters: to Philemon and to the Colossians.

Archippus in Paul’s Letter to Philemon

In his letter to Philemon, Paul refers to Archippus as a “fellow soldier”
(Philemon 1:2, NIV). This title indicates that Archippus was a co-laborer
with Paul in the ministry, particularly in spreading the Gospel. Paul’s
use of “fellow soldier” highlights the sense of spiritual warfare involved
in Christian ministry—just as soldiers stand together in physical battle,
ministers of the Gospel must endure challenges, hardships, and

opposition in their calling.

Philemon 1:1-2 (NIV):

[1] Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our dear friend and fellow worker—

[2] to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier and to the
church that meets in your home.



This passage not only refers to Archippus as a soldier but also places
him alongside other important figures in the early Christian church,
such as Philemon and Apphia. The mention of the “church that meets in
your home” suggests that Archippus might have had a leadership role in

this early Christian gathering.

Archippus in Paul’s Letter to the Colossians

In his letter to the Colossians, Paul gives a direct and personal
instruction to Archippus. He urges him to “take heed to the ministry”
given to him by the Lord and to ensure that he fulfills it (Colossians
4:17). This reinforces the theological truth that every believer is called
to a specific ministry or service in God’s kingdom, and that this calling

is not something to be taken lightly or neglected.

Colossians 4:17 (ESV):

And say to Archippus, “See that you fulfill the ministry that you
have received in the Lord.”

Paul’s exhortation to Archippus to “take heed” (or “pay attention”)

emphasizes the importance of being vigilant and dedicated to the



ministry God has entrusted to him. The ministry here refers to the
specific calling Archippus received from the Lord, which was likely tied
to his role in the church at Colossae or the broader mission of spreading
the Gospel.

Theological Significance of Archippus’ Ministry

Paul’s words to Archippus are not just for him—they are also a reminder
for every believer. Theologically, we can understand from these

passages that:

1. Ministry is a Calling from God: Paul emphasizes that the ministry
Archippus received was from the Lord, not from man (Colossians
4:17). This is an important theological point. Ministry is not a human
initiative, but a divine calling. Christians are called to serve based on
God’s sovereign will, and this calling requires commitment and

responsibility.

o 1 Peter 4:10 (NIV) reminds us:



“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to
serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various

forms.”

2. Fulfilling Ministry Requires Faithfulness and Diligence: The
encouragement to Archippus is that he should be diligent in fulfilling
the ministry entrusted to him. Ministry involves both dedication and
perseverance. In the face of distractions, discouragement, or
opposition, it is important to remember that God has given us a role

to play in His kingdom.

o 2 Timothy 4:5 (NIV) highlights this:

“But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do
the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your

ministry.”

3. Spiritual Warfare: Paul’s reference to Archippus as a “fellow



soldier” speaks to the nature of Christian ministry as involving
spiritual warfare. The apostle Paul frequently likens the Christian life
to a battle (Ephesians 6:12, 2 Timothy 2:3), reminding believers that
they are engaged in a spiritual battle against sin, the world, and the

devil.

o Ephesians 6:12 (NIV) says:

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the

heavenly realms.”

Why Did Paul Encourage Archippus?

Paul’s encouragement to Archippus might stem from a few reasons:

1. Discouragement: Archippus may have been facing personal doubts,
weariness, or discouragement. Ministry is often difficult, and even the
most faithful workers can feel overwhelmed or unappreciated. Paul’s

reminder that the ministry is from the Lord could have been a way to



reinvigorate Archippus’ sense of purpose and strengthen his resolve.

2. Neglect or Complacency: Archippus may have been neglecting his
calling or becoming complacent. Paul’s urging to “fulfill” the ministry
is a call to action, a reminder not to neglect the gift or responsibility

given to him by God.

3. Reaffirmation of God’s Calling: Paul’'s words reaffirm the
theological truth that God equips His servants for ministry.
Sometimes, believers need to be reminded that they are not working

in their own strength, but in God’s power and calling.

What Can We Learn from Archippus?

1. Every Believer Has a Ministry: Just as Archippus was given a
ministry by the Lord, every believer is called to serve in the body of
Christ. Whether our roles are visible or hidden, each one of us has
been entrusted with a task to advance God’s kingdom.

o Romans 12:4-5 (NIV) teaches:



“For just as each of us has one body with many members, and
these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ
we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to
all the others.”

2. Faithfulness in Ministry is Essential: The call to “fulfill” the
ministry (Colossians 4:17) is a call to faithfulness. We are encouraged
to press on, even when challenges arise. The Christian life and
ministry require endurance and a commitment to finish the race set

before us.

o 1 Corinthians 4:2 (ESV) says:

“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found
faithful.”

3. Spiritual Battle and Endurance: As soldiers of Christ, we are

called to endure hardship and persevere in faith, no matter the



challenges we face. Ministry is not for the faint of heart—it requires

resilience and reliance on God’s strength.

o 2 Timothy 4:7 (NIV):

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith.”

Conclusion: Timely Encouragement for All Believers

The story of Archippus serves as a reminder to all believers that we are
called to a ministry by God. Whether we are actively engaged in visible
service or quietly supporting the work of the kingdom, each one of us is

a servant of the Lord, and we must be faithful in fulfilling our calling.

Paul’s encouragement to Archippus to “take heed” and “fulfill” his
ministry speaks to all of us today. We are all soldiers in God’s army,
called to fight the good fight, to endure challenges, and to remain

faithful to the calling we have received from the Lord.

Shalom.



This version includes more theological depth, drawing on key Bible
passages to provide a fuller understanding of Archippus’ role and how it
relates to the life of every Christian.
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