This short letter was addressed to the saints who were scattered and
living as strangers in different regions of Asia Minor (modern-

day Turkey).

The central themes of the letter can be divided into four main

sections:

1. To comfort believers by reminding them of the eternal glory
prepared in heaven, which will be revealed at the last day. Because of
this hope, they are encouraged to rejoice even in the trials of faith,

which are only temporary.

2. To urge Christians to live holy lives that are pleasing to God

during their earthly journey.

3. To emphasize the responsibility of believers to live with
discipline and integrity among non-believers, so that their conduct
glorifies God.



4. To remind church leaders to faithfully shepherd the flock of Christ,

and to encourage the entire church to resist the devil.

1. Comfort in Times of Trials

Peter encourages believers to rejoice, even in suffering, because of the
priceless value of their faith, which will be rewarded when Christ is

revealed.

[]1 Peter 1:6-7 (NIV)

In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have
had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the
proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which
perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory, and

honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

Peter reminds us to follow Christ’s example: though He suffered
unjustly, He did not retaliate. Likewise, we are to endure suffering with

gentleness, patience, and perseverance.



01 Peter 2:19-21; 4:12-16 (NIV)

2. The Call to Live Holy Lives

Because believers await the grace to be revealed when Jesus Christ
returns, Peter calls them to live with self-control and holiness here on

earth.

01 Peter 1:13-16 (NIV)

“Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope
on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ is revealed at
his coming. As obedient children, do not conform to the evil
desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: ‘Be
holy, because I am holy.””

He continues by urging them to:

- Put away all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander (1 Peter



2:1-2).

- Live as strangers in this world, avoiding sinful desires that wage

war against the soul (1 Peter 2:11; 4:2-3).

- Love one another deeply, showing compassion and humility, not

repaying evil with evil but blessing instead (1 Peter 3:8-12; 4:7).

- Fulfill their marital responsibilities: wives submitting to husbands
with inner beauty, and husbands treating wives with understanding
and honor (1 Peter 3:1-7).

3. Living with Discipline Among Outsiders

Peter exhorts believers to live uprightly before unbelievers so that no

one has grounds to accuse or slander them.

- Slaves were encouraged to submit to their masters, whether kind or



harsh (1 Peter 2:18).

- All believers are called to submit to governing authorities for the

Lord’s sake, whether to emperors or governors (1 Peter 2:13-15).

- Christians are to show proper respect to everyone (1 Peter 2:17).

4. A Call to Church Leaders

Peter concludes with a word to church leaders, urging them to shepherd
God’s flock willingly and faithfully—not for selfish gain but with a

servant’s heart.

[] 1 Peter 5:1-3 (NIV)



“To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness
of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory to be
revealed: Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care,
watching over them—not because you must, but because you are
willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but
eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but
being examples to the flock.”

Finally, he warns all believers to stay alert and sober-minded, because
the devil prowls around like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour.
Their responsibility is to resist him, standing firm in the faith (1
Peter 5:8-9).

Conclusion

In summary, Peter urges the church to:

- Remain steadfast in faith and endure trials with perseverance.



- Pursue holiness and live blamelessly before others.

- Fulfill their responsibilities in love, humility, and obedience.

- Shepherd the flock of Christ faithfully and resist the enemy.

This message is as relevant today as it was in Peter’s time.

[] As a believer, are you rejoicing in trials?
[ Are you living a holy life?
[] Do you reflect Christ in your community?

[ Are you faithfully serving God and resisting the devil in prayer?

If so, then you are a partaker of the great grace of God, which will be

fully revealed when Christ returns.

May the Lord bless you. []
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