What Is Theology, and Is It Right to Study It?

Theology is the study of God His nature, His attributes, His will, and how
He relates to humanity and the entire created order. At its core, theology
seeks to answer the most foundational questions of human existence:
Who is God? What is He like? What does He require of us?

The term “theology” comes from two Greek words:

Theos (©€6¢) meaning God

Logos (Adyo¢) meaning word, discourse, reason, or study

Thus, theology means “the study or discourse about God.”

Why Study Theology?

Scripture encourages us to seek knowledge of God. In Jeremiah 9:23-24
(ESV), the Lord declares:

“Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom... but let him who boasts
boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that | am the Lord
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who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the
earth.”

Studying theology deepens our understanding of God’s character and
will. While it's true that theology alone cannot fully grasp or define the
infinite nature of God (Romans 11:33), it is a vital tool when approached
with humility and spiritual devotion.

Some may wrongly think theology is only for scholars or academics, but
every believer is called to grow in the knowledge of God. Paul prayed for
the church in Colossians 1:10 (ESV):

“...that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing
to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God.”

Studying theology is not about gaining intellectual pride it’s about
deepening our relationship with the Lord and rightly dividing His Word (2
Timothy 2:15).
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Main Branches of Theology

To properly understand and apply Scripture, theology is often divided
into key branches. Below are five essential ones:

1. Biblical Theology

Biblical theology traces the progressive revelation of God's plan
throughout the Bible. It explores how themes, covenants, and promises
unfold from Genesis to Revelation.

For instance, the promise of the Messiah begins as early as Genesis 3:15
(ESV):

“l will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise his heel.”

This theme develops through the covenants with Abraham (Genesis 12),
Moses (Exodus 19-20), David (2 Samuel 7), and culminates in Christ in
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the New Testament (Luke 24:27):

“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.”

Biblical theology helps believers grasp the unified message of Scripture
despite its many genres, authors, and historical settings.

2. Systematic Theology

Systematic theology arranges biblical teachings into clear topics to
provide a full understanding of doctrine. This is useful for preaching,
teaching, and building sound faith.

Here are key areas of Systematic Theology:

Theology Proper Study of God the Father

Christology Study of Jesus Christ (John 1:1-14)
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Pneumatology Study of the Holy Spirit (John 14:26)

Soteriology Study of salvation (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Ecclesiology Study of the Church (Ephesians 4:11-13)

Eschatology Study of end times (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17)

Anthropology Study of man (Genesis 1:26-27)

Angelology Study of angels (Hebrews 1:14)

Systematic theology ensures our beliefs are rooted in Scripture, not
tradition or emotion.

3. Practical Theology

Practical theology applies biblical truth to everyday ministry. It covers
areas like:

Preaching and teaching
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Evangelism and missions

Worship and liturgy

Pastoral counselingChurch leadership

James 1:22 (ESV) reminds us:

“But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves.”

This branch helps Christians live out their faith, not just understand it.

4. Historical Theology

Historical theology studies how Christian doctrines developed over time
and how the Church responded to heresies and challenges.

For example, the Council of Nicaea (325 A.D.) affirmed the divinity of
Christ in response to Arianism. Later, the Protestant Reformation (16th
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century), led by Martin Luther, emphasized justification by faith alone
(Romans 1:17), restoring the gospel’s purity.

By understanding church history, believers avoid doctrinal error and
appreciate the foundations of their faith (Jude 1:3).

5. Moral Theology (Christian Ethics)

Moral theology explores how Christian belief intersects with ethical living
in areas like:

Marriage and sexuality

Business ethics

Human rights

Justice and social issues

War and peace

Micah 6:8 (ESV) speaks clearly:
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“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?”

Moral theology equips Christians to live uprightly in a broken world.

Other Theological Disciplines

Due to its vastness, theology also includes branches like:

Apologetics Defending the faith (1 Peter 3:15)

Philosophical Theology Exploring faith using reason and logic

Comparative Theology Studying differences between religions

Hermeneutics Principles of biblical interpretation (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

These disciplines help believers grow in spiritual maturity and defend the
faith wisely and lovingly.
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Conclusion: A Call to Know God Deeply

Theology is not just for pastors or seminary students. Every Christian is
invited to grow in the knowledge of God. While we depend on the Holy
Spirit to illuminate the Scriptures (John 16:13), God also uses sound
study to shape our understanding.

The goal is not to become proud intellectuals, but humble disciples who
know God more deeply and live for His glory.

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom...” Colossians 3:16 (ESV)

May the Lord bless you
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