Answer: Rachel’s infertility was not the result of any personal sin
or failure on her part, but rather a divine act with deeper spiritual
implications. As we look at the Scriptures, we can discern at least
two key reasons why God chose to shut her womb.

1. To Humble Rachel and Strengthen Leah

The Bible reveals that Rachel was the one Jacob loved more
deeply, while Leah was unloved (Genesis 29:30). This led to a
complex dynamic in their family. God’s decision to close Rachel’s
womb, despite her yearning for children, served multiple
purposes in God’s sovereign plan.

First, it seems God allowed Leah to bear children before Rachel in
order to shift the focus of Jacob’s affections. The Lord had a
purpose in giving Leah children when Rachel was barren. By
doing this, God wanted to establish Leah’s role in His redemptive
plan, as her children would form the twelve tribes of Israel.

God’s sovereign choice to shut Rachel’s womb shows that His
plans are not always in line with our desires, but are designed for
His glory and for the good of His people. God’s delay in granting
Rachel’s request for children also served to humble her,



reminding her that human desires must ultimately submit to

God’s perfect will.

Genesis 29:31-32

When the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, He opened her
womb; but Rachel was barren. So Leah conceived and bore a
son, and she called his name Reuben, for she said, ‘The LORD
has surely looked on my affliction. Now therefore my husband
will love me.

This passage indicates that Leah’s affliction (being unloved by
Jacob) was not unnoticed by God. He responded by giving her
children, showing His mercy and favor to the one who was
despised. Meanwhile, Rachel’s barrenness served to highlight
Leah’s blessings, as her sons were seen as a way to win Jacob’s
love. This situation might have caused Rachel to wrestle with
jealousy, pride, and a sense of inadequacy, but it also taught her
that true fulfillment comes from God’s timing and plan, not from
human relationships.



James 4:6

But He gives more grace. Therefore it says, ‘God resists the
proud, but gives grace to the humble.

God’s humbling of Rachel through her infertility was not a
punishment but a way to redirect her trust away from human
circumstances (like Jacob’s affection) and onto His sovereignty.
Similarly, Leah, who was initially overshadowed by her sister,
became a vessel of God’s grace, bearing children through whom
the Messiah would eventually come.

2. To Honor the One Who Would Be Born Later: Joseph

The second reason for Rachel’s long wait before conceiving was
that God was preparing her to bear the child who would become a
key figure in God’s redemptive story. While Rachel suffered in
silence, her eventual pregnancy would bring forth Joseph, a man
who would play a pivotal role in God’s plan for Israel’s
preservation during the famine (Genesis 41:46).

Joseph’s birth is a reminder that God’s delays are often not about



punishment or denial but preparation. Joseph was not just any
child; he was the one whom God would use to preserve the
people of Israel in Egypt. His eventual rise to power in Egypt
(second only to Pharaoh) would ensure the survival of God’s
covenant people, showing that God’s delays are often tied to His

larger plan of salvation.

Genesis 30:22-24

Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and
opened her womb. And she conceived and bore a son and

said, ‘God has taken away my reproach.” So she called his
name Joseph, and said, ‘The LORD shall add to me another
son.

The name “Joseph” means “God will add” or “God has taken away
my reproach.” Rachel’s joy at his birth was not only due to the
child itself but because God had answered her prayer and
removed the social stigma of infertility. But Joseph’s birth was
also a prophetic sign that God was working out a larger plan.
Through Joseph, God would bring about the salvation of Israel,
just as Christ, the ultimate “Joseph,” would one day bring



salvation to all who believe.

Romans 8:28

And we know that in all things God works for the good of
those who love Him, who have been called according to His
purpose.

Even though Rachel had to wait for many years, God was working
everything out for her good, just as He works all things for the
good of those who love Him. Sometimes, what seems like a delay
is actually God setting the stage for something greater than we

could ever imagine.

3. A Lesson on Trusting God’s Timing

Rachel’s story teaches us a profound lesson about trusting God’s
timing. Although Rachel longed for children and saw her sister
Leah multiply, she was forced to wait. Her wait was long, but it
was not in vain. In God’s perfect timing, she would bear Joseph,
whose story would become a key part of God’s redemptive plan



for Israel.

Psalm 27:14

Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the
LORD.

The Bible often calls believers to wait on the Lord. Waiting is not
passive; it is an active trust in God’s plan, even when we don’t
see immediate results. Rachel’s story is a testimony to the power
of God’s perfect timing.

Sometimes we may find ourselves waiting for answers, for
children, or for other desires of our hearts. Like Rachel, we might
wonder why God has not yet answered our prayers. But in the
waiting, God is developing our faith and preparing us for His best.
His delays are not denials but opportunities for growth.

4. The Greater Picture of Redemption

Ultimately, Rachel’s struggle with infertility and the birth of



Joseph is a microcosm of God’s larger redemptive plan. Just as
God waited until the right time to give Rachel the child she
desired, so He also waited for the right time to send His Son,
Jesus Christ, to redeem the world.

Galatians 4:4-5

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth
His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem
those who were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption as sons.

In the fullness of time, God sent Jesus, the ultimate “Joseph,”
who, like Joseph in the Old Testament, would save God’s people
from destruction. Rachel’s wait for Joseph mirrors our wait for
Christ, and it teaches us that in God’s timing, He will always
provide exactly what we need, in His perfect plan.

Conclusion:

Rachel’s story is a powerful reminder that God’s delays are not in



vain. While waiting, we are being shaped and prepared for
something greater. In the midst of our struggles, God’s
sovereignty reigns, and His timing is always perfect. Just as He
eventually answered Rachel’s prayer, He will answer ours—in His
time and in His way, for His glory.

May this truth strengthen your faith as you continue to trust in
God'’s perfect timing. And may we all learn to wait patiently for
the good things He has in store.

Print this post


https://wingulamashahidi.org/en/2025/03/22/why-did-god-close-rachels-womb-even-though-jacob-worked-for-14-years/print/

