PRAY AT THE RIGHT TIME

In Zechariah 10:1, it says:

“Ask the Lord for rain in the time of the spring rains, for the Lord
makes clouds, and he gives them showers of rain, to everyone
vegetation in the field.”

This verse highlights the importance of praying in the right season. God'’s
providence is tied to the natural order and timing He has established
(Genesis 8:22). Asking for rain during the rainy season aligns with His
created rhythm and reflects faith in His timing.

Why does the scripture specify praying for rain during the spring rains
and not during the dry season? Because the spring rains are the
appointed time for rain. If rain fails to come then, it is an extraordinary
situation that calls for prayer (James 5:17-18). But praying for rain during
the dry season, when it is naturally less expected, is less effective
because it is outside God’s ordained time.

This principle applies broadly to prayer and God’s blessings: there is a
time and season for everything (Ecclesiastes 3:1). Praying in alignment
with God’s timing is crucial for effective prayers.
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For example:

* If you are a student, praying for academic success and wisdom (James 1:5) fits your
current season better than praying for wealth or a spouse.

* If you are young and still dependent on your parents, praying for protection and good
character is appropriate until you reach the season of marriage (1 Timothy 4:12).

When you pray for the right things in God’s appointed season, He
responds with mercy and grace (Psalm 145:8-9). Even if answers seem
delayed, God’s timing is perfect (Ecclesiastes 3:11), and His delays are
for our good (Romans 8:28).

If you are in the right season but don’t yet see results, be patient and
trust God's promises (Hebrews 6:12). He will strengthen you daily (Isaiah
40:31).

Salvation also has its appointed season—and that season is now.

2 Corinthians 6:1-2 says:

“Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of
salvation.”
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This underscores the urgency of responding to God’s grace. Salvation is
a present reality offered through faith in Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:8-9),
but this opportunity will not last forever. Scripture warns that a time will
come when the door of grace closes (Hebrews 10:26-27) and forgiveness
is no longer available (Ecclesiastes 11:3).

Many today ignore God’s warnings about sin (Romans 1:18-32) and
reject His offer of salvation. But God’s patience is not infinite (2 Peter
3:9), and judgment will come for those who persist in rebellion (Hebrews
10:31).

2 Chronicles 36:15-16 shows how God sent prophets to warn His people,
but they rejected them until His wrath came and no remedy remained.
This reminds us that ignoring God'’s timing and warnings leads to
judgment.

Pray in accordance with God’s timing, understanding the season you are
in. Seek God’s guidance, protection, and provision relevant to your stage
in life. Above all, respond to the urgent call of salvation today while
God’s grace is available.

May the Lord help us discern the right seasons and respond faithfully.
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