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(Mark 4:35–36)

That day when evening came,  he said to his  disciples,  “Let  us go
over to the other side.”  Leaving the crowd behind,  they took him
along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats with
him.

This brief but powerful verse paints a vivid picture of the humanity and
mission-driven life of Jesus Christ. After a long day of teaching crowds,
Jesus doesn’t pause for refreshment or comfort—He simply continues to
the next mission destination, just as He was.

The  Humanity  and  Sacrifice  of  Jesus

This phrase—“just as He was”—points to Jesus’ genuine humanity. He
experienced fatigue, hunger, and emotional strain. This aligns with the
doctrine of the Incarnation (John 1:14), which teaches that the Son of
God became fully human while remaining fully divine.

We see this again in John 4, during His encounter with the Samaritan
woman at Jacob’s well:
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“Jacob’s  well  was there,  and Jesus,  tired as he was from the
journey,  sat  down by the well.  It  was about noon.”
(John 4:6)

Jesus was weary from travel—just as any of us would be. Yet when the
woman arrived, He did not prioritize His physical need for rest or food.
Instead, He immediately turned to the deeper spiritual need before Him.
When His disciples returned with food, His response was profound:

“I  have food to eat  that  you know nothing about.”
(John 4:32)

This illustrates a key theological truth: the obedience of Christ
(Philippians 2:6–8). Jesus consistently placed the Father’s mission above
His own needs, revealing a divine purpose that surpassed human
limitations.

Urgency  of  the  Mission
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In Mark 4, Jesus doesn’t ask for a break before setting out. His decision
to cross over to the other side of the lake at night shows the urgency of
God’s mission. His movements were not dictated by comfort or
routine, but by divine direction (John 5:19).

That the disciples took Him “just as He was” reminds us that ministry
isn’t always neat or convenient. The gospel advances not through
human perfection but through faith and obedience.

Jesus was so physically exhausted that He fell asleep in the boat—even
as a storm raged around Him:

“Jesus was in the stern,  sleeping on a cushion.”
(Mark 4:38)

This again affirms the real physical toll His ministry took and His trust
in the Father’s care.

What  Does  This  Teach  Us?

Jesus is the same yesterday, today, and forever (Hebrews 13:8). The
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same readiness and urgency He had then, He still has now.

As believers, we often think we need to be fully prepared before God
can use us—prepared with long fasts, perfect prayers, biblical
knowledge, or ministry training. While those things have value (2
Timothy 2:15), they are not prerequisites for God to act. What He asks
for is our availability and obedience.

God often works through our weakness, not our strength (2 Corinthians
12:9). He calls us to walk by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). Just
as the disciples took Jesus into the boat as He was, we are called to
receive and follow Him as we are, trusting that He will work through us.

Don’t  Wait—Go  Now

When Jesus sent out the Twelve, He didn’t give them wealth or
resources. He gave them Himself and His authority:

“Do not  get  any gold or  silver or  copper to take with you in your
belts—no bag for  the journey or extra shirt  or  sandals  or  a  staff;
for  the worker is  worth his  keep.”
(Matthew 10:9–10)
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The theological principle here is missional dependence—total reliance
on God’s provision and presence, not on material preparation.

Even today, Jesus is not asking for elaborate setups or perfection. He’s
simply saying, “Take Me just as I am—and go.” He is ready to walk with
you into your family, your workplace, your church, your mission
field—wherever He leads.

The  Call  to  Willingness

The story of Jesus being taken “just as He was” is not just a historical
detail—it’s a discipleship principle. Are we willing to follow Christ with
that same urgency and trust? Are we ready to serve without needing
every condition to be perfect?

“But seek first  his  kingdom and his  righteousness,  and all  these
things will  be given to you as well.”
(Matthew 6:33)

Let’s stop waiting. Let’s stop hesitating. Let’s take Jesus—just as He
is—and follow Him into whatever He has called us to do.
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May the Lord give us hearts that are ready and willing to serve
Him in every season and situation.
God bless you.
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