
Is It Appropriate to Celebrate Palm Sunday?

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 1

Question: As believers, is it acceptable for us to carry palm branches on
Palm Sunday when entering church or walking in a procession?

Answer: Palm Sunday marks the Sunday before Easter, commemorating
the triumphant entry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem. This event is
significant because it fulfills Old Testament prophecy and highlights
Jesus’ messianic identity.

In  Matthew 21:1-11 (ESV),  we read:

When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage,  to the
Mount of  Olives,  then Jesus sent  two disciples,  saying to them, ‘Go
into the village in  front  of  you,  and immediately  you will  find a
donkey tied,  and a colt  with her.  Untie  them and bring them to me.
If  anyone says anything to you,  you shall  say,  “The Lord needs
them,” and he will send them at once.’ This took place to fulfill what
was spoken by the prophet,  saying,  ‘Say to the daughter  of  Zion,
“Behold,  your  king is  coming to you,  humble,  and mounted on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.”’ The disciples went
and did as Jesus had directed them. They brought the donkey and
the colt  and put  their  cloaks on them, and he sat  on them. Most  of
the crowd spread their  cloaks on the road,  and others cut  branches
from the trees and spread them on the road.  And the crowds that
went before him and that  followed him were shouting,  ‘Hosanna to
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the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!’ When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city
was stirred,  saying,  ‘Who is  this?’  And the crowds said,  ‘This  is  the
prophet Jesus,  from Nazareth of  Galilee.

This passage shows the deep significance of the event: Jesus is publicly
acknowledged as the Messiah, the King prophesied in Zechariah 9:9
(ESV):

Rejoice greatly,  O daughter  of  Zion!  Shout aloud,  O daughter  of
Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having
salvation is  he,  humble and mounted on a donkey.

Theological Implications:

Messianic Fulfillment: Jesus intentionally fulfills the messianic prophecy,
openly declaring His identity and mission.

Praise and Recognition: The people’s actions—spreading cloaks and
waving palm branches—are acts of praise, worship, and acknowledgment
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of Jesus’ kingship. The palm branches symbolize victory and triumph (cf.
Leviticus 23:40).

The Meaning of Hosanna: The cry “Hosanna” means “Save us now,”
expressing the people’s hope for deliverance through Jesus.

Is it Scriptural to Celebrate Palm Sunday Today?

The Bible does not command or prescribe the celebration of Palm Sunday
or any annual commemoration. The early church focused on the
resurrection (Acts 2:24-32) rather than commemorative rituals.

However, celebrating Palm Sunday as a time to remember and reflect on
Jesus’ fulfillment of prophecy, His kingship, and the path to the cross can
be a meaningful form of worship—if done with theological soundness.

Guidelines for Observance:

Proper Intent: Carrying palm branches as a symbolic act of praise and
remembrance is biblically consistent. It parallels how the Israelites used
palms to celebrate God’s deliverance (Psalm 92:12).
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Avoid Idolatry: The palm branches must not be treated as objects with
inherent spiritual power or used in superstitious practices (Deuteronomy
4:15-19).

No Magical Thinking: Using palms as talismans to ward off curses or cast
out demons departs from biblical teaching and can lead to idolatry and
syncretism.

Warnings:

Scripture warns against practices that substitute ritual for genuine faith
(Isaiah 1:11-17). Worship must be in spirit and truth (John 4:23-24).

Relying on objects rather than God’s power is a form of idolatry (Exodus
20:4-5).

Conclusion:

While Palm Sunday is not a commanded celebration, it can be a valuable
opportunity for believers to meditate on Jesus’ kingship, His fulfillment of
prophecy, and the path to salvation. Observed with a correct
understanding and devotion to God alone, it is a wholesome practice. But
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if it becomes mere ritual, superstition, or idolatry, it grieves God.

May we always worship Christ sincerely, recognizing Him as King of kings
and Lord of lords (Revelation 19:16).

God bless you.
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