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Theophany is a term derived from the Greek words “theos” (God) and
“phaino” (to appear), meaning “an appearance or manifestation of God.”
In Scripture, Theophany refers to times when God made Himself visible
or perceptible to human beings in a tangible, though often symbolic or
partial, way.

However, it’s important to note that these manifestations were never
the full revelation of God’s essence. As God told Moses, “you cannot see
my face, for no one may see me and live” (Exodus 33:20, NIV). Because
of humanity’s sinful nature, direct exposure to God’s full glory would
result in death.

Instead, God used various forms and symbols to reveal Himself in ways
that people could handle. These were not illusions but real moments
where God broke into human history to communicate His will, confirm
His covenant, or guide His people.

Examples  of  Theophanies  in  the  Bible:

The Burning Bush1.
God appeared to Moses in a flame of fire from within a bush, which was not consumed by
the fire. God spoke directly to Moses from the bush, commissioning him to lead Israel out
of Egypt (Exodus 3:2-6, NIV).

The Man Who Wrestled with Jacob2.
Jacob wrestled with a man all night, and later declared, “It is because I saw God face to
face, and yet my life was spared.” (Genesis 32:24–30, NIV). This mysterious figure is
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often understood to be a pre-incarnate appearance of Christ.

Melchizedek, King of Salem3.
He appears to Abraham with bread and wine and blesses him. The Book of Hebrews later
identifies Melchizedek as a type of Christ, without beginning or end (Genesis 14:18–20;
Hebrews 7:1–3, NIV).

The Fourth Man in the Fire4.
When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were thrown into a fiery furnace, a fourth
figure appeared with them, described by King Nebuchadnezzar as “like a son of the
gods” (Daniel 3:25, NIV).

Pillar of Cloud and Fire5.
During the Exodus, God led Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and fire by night, visibly
manifesting His guidance and protection (Exodus 13:21–22, NIV).

The Call of Samuel6.
God personally called the boy Samuel, and later, “the LORD continued to appear at
Shiloh, and there He revealed himself to Samuel through His word” (1 Samuel 3:10, 21,
NIV).

Ezekiel’s Vision of God’s Glory7.
In Ezekiel 1, the prophet sees a dramatic vision of God’s glory, including wheels within
wheels and a throne above a crystal expanse. This is considered one of the most vivid
Theophanies in Scripture (Ezekiel 1:26–28, NIV).

Does  Theophany  Still  Happen  Today?

When Jesus Christ came into the world, He was not just another
Theophany—He was the ultimate revelation of God. Jesus was not a
partial appearance but the full embodiment of God in human form.
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“For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form”
(Colossians 2:9, NIV).

Before Christ, humanity could not see God’s fullness because sin
created a barrier. But through Jesus’ death and resurrection, that
barrier has been removed. Christ, by shedding His blood, took away the
sin that kept humanity distant from God.

Now, through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, God lives in those who
believe in Christ. Jesus affirmed this Himself:
“Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father… I am in the Father, and
the Father is in me” (John 14:9–11, NIV).

Because of Christ, we can now approach God with boldness:
“Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need”
(Hebrews 4:16, NIV).

So,  Can  You  See  God  Today?

Not in a physical burning bush or cloud—but through the person of
Jesus Christ and the presence of the Holy Spirit, God is fully accessible.
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To know Jesus is to know God. There is no other way to reach the
Father:

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.” (John 14:6, NIV)

How  Do  You  Respond  to  This?

You can receive this grace today by turning to Jesus Christ. Accepting
Him is not about religion but about a restored relationship with your
Creator.

If you’re ready, call on Jesus today, and He will come into your life.
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans
10:13, NIV)

God bless you.

Please share this message with others.
And if you’d like help receiving Jesus into your life, feel free to contact
us at the number provided below. We’d love to walk with you.

Share on:
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