May the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, be praised

forever.

Did you know that acts of faith can transform your identity giving
you a fresh start and opening new doors of favor and authority?

Let’'s consider the biblical example of David and Goliath. Before
David defeated Goliath, he served in King Saul’s palace, playing
the harp to soothe Saul whenever an evil spirit troubled him.

1 Samuel 16:21-23 (ESV) says:

“David came to Saul and entered his service. Saul loved him
very much, and David became his armor-bearer. Whenever
the harmful spirit from God came upon Saul, David would
take the harp and play it. Saul was refreshed and well, and
the harmful spirit departed.”

This shows that David was already trusted by Saul, who appointed



him as his armor-bearer a position of closeness and responsibility
(cf. 1 Sam. 16:21). Yet, despite this acceptance, David’s true
identity and authority had not yet been fully revealed or realized.

After David’s courageous act of faith in defeating Goliath, Saul’s
response reveals a shift in recognition: he asks, “Whose son are
you?” (1 Sam. 17:58 ESV), indicating that David’s victory had
unveiled a new dimension of his identity and calling.

Theologically, this highlights how faith-activated obedience to
God'’s calling leads to a deeper revelation of who we are in His
plan. David’s victory over Goliath symbolizes the believer’s
triumph over sin, fear, and obstacles through reliance on God'’s
power (cf. 1 John 5:4).

1 Samuel 17:54-58 (ESV) recounts:

“David took the Philistine’s head to Jerusalem. When Saul saw
David going out against the Philistine, he asked, ‘Whose son
is this youth?'... David answered, ‘I am the son of your
servant Jesse of Bethlehem."”



This new acknowledgment reflects how a decisive act of faith
opens doors to divine favor and changes social and spiritual
status. David’s courage brought him into a new realm of God’s
blessing and human recognition.

Furthermore, 1 Samuel 18:1 (ESV) says:

“Jonathan’s soul became bound to David’s soul, and Jonathan
loved him as himself.”

This deep friendship reflects the spiritual bond and transfer of
favor and authority, showing how faith and obedience can also
affect relationships and community standing.

The “Goliath” in your life represents any formidable obstacle sin
being the chief adversary (Romans 6:12-14). Sin hinders our
progress and conceals the favor God desires to pour upon us. But
when we confront sin through faith and repentance turning away
from all sinful behaviors as genuine repentance requires (Acts
3:19) we defeat that Goliath.



True repentance isn’t merely asking for forgiveness; it involves a
heartfelt turning from sin and separation from influences that
encourage it (2 Corinthians 7:10). This may include distancing
oneself from unhealthy relationships, activities, or even attire that
invites temptation.

By “putting on the new self” in Christ (Ephesians 4:22-24) and
“arming yourself with the whole armor of God” (Ephesians
6:10-18), you not only defeat your personal Goliaths but also step
into a new identity marked by God’s favor and blessing.

So, what giant are you facing today? What act of faith will you
take to claim your new identity in Christ?

Shalom.




