Ezekiel 38:21

“I will summon a sword against Gog on all my mountains, declares
the Sovereign LORD. Every man’s sword will be against his
brother.”

This verse describes a situation where enemies who came united
against God’s people suddenly turn their swords against one another.

The question is: How does this happen, and why does God allow it?

The answer is that God Himself fights for His people by using
confusion and division as a weapon. He breaks the strength of unity
among enemies so that they destroy themselves instead of destroying
God’s people. This principle is repeated throughout the Bible and
carries deep theological meaning for us today.

1. God’s Sovereignty in Battle



The first truth we learn is that the battle belongs to the LORD. God is
not limited to physical weapons—He can use confusion, division, or even

nature itself to bring victory.

Exodus 14:14
“The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still.”

This reminds us that ultimate deliverance does not depend on human

might but on God’s power and strategy.

2. Biblical Examples of God Using Confusion

a) Gideon’s Victory Over Midian

When Gideon’s three hundred men blew their trumpets, the Lord caused
panic among the Midianites, and they turned their swords on each

other.



Judges 7:22

“When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the
men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords.
The army fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border
of Abel Meholah near Tabbath.”

Here, the theology is clear: God does not need numbers to bring
victory; He needs obedience and faith. He magnifies His glory by
defeating the strong through weakness (cf. 2 Corinthians 12:9).

b) Jehoshaphat and the Choir of Judah

When King Jehoshaphat’s army faced overwhelming enemies, God
instructed them to sing praises. As they worshiped, God Himself

brought confusion.



2 Chronicles 20:22-23

“As they began to sing and praise, the LORD set ambushes against
the men of Ammon and Moab and Mount Seir who were invading
Judah, and they were defeated. The Ammonites and Moabites rose
up against the men from Mount Seir to destroy and annihilate
them. After they finished slaughtering the men from Seir, they
helped to destroy one another.”

The theological lesson here: Worship is a weapon. Victory comes not
by human effort but by God’s presence when His people exalt Him (cf.
Psalm 22:3).

c) Confusion in the Council Against Paul

In the New Testament, God also used division as protection for His
servant. Paul was arrested and brought before the Sanhedrin. Knowing
that Pharisees and Sadducees disagreed about the resurrection, Paul
wisely declared his hope in the resurrection. Immediately, the council

turned against itself instead of condemning him.



What Does It Mean When God Says, “Every Man’s Sword Will Be
Against His Brother”? (Ezekiel 38:21)

Acts 23:6-7

“Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the
others Pharisees, called out in the Sanhedrin, ‘My brothers, I am a
Pharisee, descended from Pharisees. I stand on trial because of the
hope of the resurrection of the dead.” When he said this, a dispute
broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the
assembly was divided.”

The theological point: God gives His people wisdom by the Holy
Spirit (Luke 12:11-12). Sometimes the Spirit does not remove us from
conflict, but gives us words that shift the battle away from us and onto

the enemy.

3. How Does God Bring This Confusion?

1. Confusion of Mind

God can strike enemies with irrational thinking so they misidentify their allies as
enemies.

o Deuteronomy 28:28 “The LORD will afflict you with madness, blindness and confusion
of mind.”

2. Division of Speech
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What Does It Mean When God Says, “Every Man’s Sword Will Be
Against His Brother”? (Ezekiel 38:21)

Just as at Babel (Genesis 11), God can cause language and communication to break

down. Where there is no agreement, unity collapses.

o Amos 3:3 “Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so?”

3. Suspicion and Revenge
Distrust and hidden hatred can suddenly erupt, leading people to destroy each other.

o Proverbs 26:24-25 “Enemies disguise themselves with their lips, but in their hearts
they harbor deceit. Though their speech is charming, do not believe them, for seven
abominations fill their hearts.”

4. A Warning: Satan Imitates This Strategy

While God uses confusion to defend His people, Satan uses the same
tactic to destroy God’s people when they allow sin, bitterness, or

division into their lives.

The tribe of Benjamin once defended wicked men who had committed
vile sin, leading to civil war in Israel (Judges 19-21). Instead of rooting

out sin, they chose tribal loyalty, and the result was destruction.

In the same way, Satan tries to divide the church today.
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What Does It Mean When God Says, “Every Man’s Sword Will Be
Against His Brother”? (Ezekiel 38:21)

Galatians 5:14-15

“For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.” If you bite and devour each other,
watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.”

This shows that unity in the Spirit is essential for the church’s

survival and witness (Ephesians 4:3).

5. Application for Today

 In our churches, the enemy seeks to sow division, jealousy, and suspicion. But if we walk
in love, God will keep us united and turn confusion upon our enemies.

 In our families, Satan tries to make us fight one another. But where Christ rules with
peace, unity is preserved (Colossians 3:15).

» In the world, nations often collapse not because of external attack but because of
internal strife. This confirms the principle: a divided house cannot stand (Mark 3:25).

Conclusion

When Ezekiel 38:21 says that every man’s sword will be against his

brother, it reminds us of a spiritual truth: God is sovereign in battle.
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He can use confusion as a weapon to protect His people and to

defeat their enemies.

For the believer, the call is clear: remain in unity, walk in love, and trust
in God’s wisdom. If we do, He will preserve us while causing confusion

to scatter those who rise against us.

Romans 8:31

“If God is for us, who can be against us?”

Shalom.



