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The phrase “Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness” appears
multiple times in Scripture. It is not merely poetic; it is a call to
approach God in a way that reflects both reverence and delight in
His holy nature. But what does this expression truly mean, and
how should it shape our worship?

� 1 Chronicles 16:29 (NKJV)
“Give to the Lord the glory due His name; Bring an offering,
and come before Him. Oh, worship the Lord in the beauty of
holiness!”

� Psalm 29:2 (NKJV)
“Give unto the Lord the glory due to His name; Worship the
Lord in the beauty of holiness.”

� Psalm 96:9 (ESV)
“Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; tremble before
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him, all  the earth!”

� 2 Chronicles 20:21 (NKJV)
“…He appointed those who should sing to the Lord, and who
should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before
the army…”

1.  The  Phrase  Explained:  “Beauty  of  Holiness”

This phrase combines two concepts:

Holiness: God’s moral perfection, His set-apart nature, His
purity, righteousness, and transcendence (Isaiah 6:3, 1 Peter
1:16).

Beauty: That which is pleasing, glorious, majestic, and awe-
inspiring.
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Together, this means we are to see God’s holiness as beautiful,
not burdensome. True worship arises when the worshiper delights
in God’s holy character—His justice, mercy, faithfulness, and
purity—not just obeys Him out of duty.

� Psalm 27:4 (NKJV)
“One thing I  have desired of the Lord… to behold the beauty
of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple.”
David longed to behold God’s beauty, which is inseparable
from His holiness.

2.  Holiness  Is  Beautiful,  Not  Fearful

Many perceive holiness as rigid or frightening—a standard too
high to reach. But biblical holiness is not just about rules; it is
about the radiant, moral excellence of God that transforms those
who behold Him.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (ESV)
“And we all… beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to
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another…”

When we see the beauty in God’s holiness, worship becomes a
joyful response, not a lifeless ritual. We don’t serve Him merely
out of obligation, but out of love and awe.

3.  The  Danger  of  Ritual  Without  Revelation

Without seeing the beauty of holiness, worship can become
mechanical—just following traditions without a living connection
to the God we claim to serve.

� Isaiah 29:13 (ESV)
“This people draw near with their  mouth and honor me with
their lips,  while their  hearts are far from me…”

True worship engages both the heart and the spirit. God seeks
worshipers who come not just with offerings, but with affection
and sincerity.
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4.  Characteristics  of  Worship  in  the  Beauty  of  Holiness

a) It Is Spiritual and Truthful

� John 4:24 (NKJV)
“God is Spirit,  and those who worship Him must worship in
spirit  and truth.”

 

Worship must be guided by the Holy Spirit and aligned with
biblical truth—not driven by emotions or man-made traditions
alone.

b) It Is from a Pure Heart

� Psalm 24:3–4 (NKJV)
“Who may ascend into the hill  of  the Lord?… He who has
clean hands and a pure heart…”



What Does It Mean to Worship the Lord in the Beauty of
Holiness?

NURU YA UPENDO www.wingulamashahidi.org | 6

A heart that is reconciled with God—free from bitterness and
hypocrisy—pleases Him in worship.

c) It Is Filled with Gratitude and Awe

� Psalm 100:4 (ESV)
“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!
Give thanks to him; bless his name!”

� Psalm 139:14 (NKJV)
“I  will  praise You, for I  am fearfully and wonderfully made…”
Our response to God’s creative and redemptive work should
be one of wonder and thankfulness.

d) It Glorifies God, Not Man

Worship in holiness lifts up God’s greatness, not human
performance. It shifts the attention from ourselves to His
splendor.
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� Revelation 4:11 (NKJV)
“You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and
power…”

e) It Is Lived Out Through Holiness

� Romans 12:1 (NKJV)
“Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,  acceptable to
God, which is your reasonable service.”

Worship isn’t limited to music or prayer; it includes our daily
lifestyle—how we speak, dress, treat others, and make decisions.

� Hebrews 12:14 (ESV)
“Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without
which no one will  see the Lord.”

5.  Worship  as  a  Lifestyle

Our worship reflects how deeply we value God’s holiness.
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Holiness should be evident in our actions, our conversations, our
humility, and our separation from sin. As the church, we are
called to be a holy people (1 Peter 2:9).

Even the gathering of believers, the beauty of creation, and acts
of compassion reflect the beauty of holiness—and point us back
to the Creator who is altogether lovely (Psalm 96:9).

Have  You  Seen  the  Beauty  of  His  Holiness?

When you see the beauty of holiness, your worship will no longer
be cold or routine. It will be full of joy, reverence, and love. You
will not only praise God for what He does—but for who He is.

Let your worship flow from a heart captivated by the holy beauty
of our God. May your life, your attitude, and your praise reflect
that beauty every day.

� Share this message so others may also discover the joy of
worshiping the Lord in the beauty of holiness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
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